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1. Group Assignment
 Identify a unique example of culture from the Macleans magazine, and answer these questions:

1. What is good and ‘creational’ about this cultural expression?

2. What is dangerous about this cultural expression?

3. How can Jesus followers relate to this particular cultural expression?

2. Definition of culture: Culture is a term that is defined in many ways. It is rooted in the Latin ‘colere’ which means to cultivate.
“Culture is a set of shared practices, attitudes, values and beliefs which are rooted in… understandings of the ‘big questions’ – where life comes from, what life means, who we are, and what is important…”

Cultural Mandate (Genesis 1:26-2:25):

3. Culture as a “faith” expression: Culture in its various forms is an expression of the heart, and the world-and-life view of the heart.
4. Culture – good or bad? It’s helpful to  discern between the structure of something (how it was created) and the direction (how it is used).
Structure:
Direction:

5. 
How have Jesus-followers related to culture?

Escape (The Essenes)

Adopt (The Sadducees, Herodians)

Oppose (The Pharisees)

Attack (The Zealots)

6. Think like a missionary: God has created and called us for a purpose. In this sinful world, our mission now involves serving the king through word and deed witness and service. It is helpful, when considering how to relate to a given culture, to think like a missionary:
Missional:

Incarnational:

Contextualization:
7. Some important reminders when relating to culture: Many things could be said about how Jesus-followers ought to relate to culture, but here are four thoughts to consider:
The need to be God-centered (not self-centered)

The need for engagement (not withdrawal)

The need for discernment (not blind acceptance)

The need to be God-reliant (not self-reliant)
8. Discerning Our Calling (see Diagram #2): As missionaries, we need to clarify who we are, what we are called to do, where we are called to do it, and how we will do it.
WHO: Begin by recalling who we are.

WHAT: Be more specific about what it is we are called to do.

WHERE: Assess the culture of where God has sent you.

HOW: Develop a missional strategy for influencing your target community.
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Reflections
Christians influence culture

Christians critique culture

Christians resist culture

Christians oppose culture

Christians avoid culture

Christians transform culture

Christians engage culture

Christians adopt culture

Christians adapt culture

Christians escape culture

Christians redeem culture
Christians denounce culture

Christians serve culture
The need for God-focus (not self-interest)

· Dangerous memories

· Jesus, the way, truth and life of God

· Mission, purpose

The need for engagement (not withdrawal).

· Dangerous promises

· Positive presence, not negative

· Assumes that we love

The need for discernment (not blind acceptance)
· Dangerous critique
· Starting with ourselves
· Recognizes the subtle and serious influence of sin
The need for God-reliance (not self-reliance)
· Dangerous songs

· Personal relationship: accountability and support

· Spirit-empowered, not technique or program driven

Can we speak of “christian” books or music or movies?

Is compromise inevitable when engaging secular culture?

Our culture is becoming increasingly post-christian.

Isolationism vs. Syncretism (two extremes)

Irrelevance vs. compromise

“This World Is Not My Home” vs. “This Is My Father’s World”

Christian culture, Christian transformation, Christian witness
Contextualization.

No one position is sufficient.

The need for accountability and openness to correction.

Involvement in arts, business, academia, publishing, helping professions, media.

Creativity, an expression of being image-bearers of the Creator.

“As the city goes, so goes the culture.” ???

Christians should be a dynamic counter-culture.

Not a separate alternative (Pharisees), but an engaged alternative (Jesus).

In regards to:

· Sex

· Money

· Power

Radically committed to the good of society.

Can we survive and thrive if we march to the beat of a different drum? (Daniel?)
Some Christian conduct will be offensive, but some will be moving and attractive.

How people respond depends in part on the culture we are engaging.

“Culture is a set of shared practices, attitudes, values and beliefs which are rooted in… understandings of the ‘big questions’ – where life comes from, what life means, who we are, and what is important…”
We need to integrate faith with work.

There is no sacred/secular dualism.

Two extreme responses at work: silence or offensive witness.

The faith-based worldview roots of everyone’s life and work and attitudes, etc.

To think out the implications of the gospel for art, business, government, journalism, entertainment, scholarship.

Doing our work in an excellent but distinctive manner.

How Christ resolves societies cultural problems and fulfills its cultural hopes.

Christianity is not “a culture”, but it is cultural.
Different cultural responses in Jesus’ day:

· Essenes: escape culture

· Pharisees: oppose culture

· Sadduccees: adopt culture

· Zealots: attack culture

We are pilgrims on a journey, but are we in the wilderness or in the Promised Land?
The difference between the Mosaic covenant (defeating neighbors) and the Jesus covenant (blessing neighbours).

Jesus Christ is Lord of every square inch of creation, including culture.

We are not called to withdraw from nor to take back the culture.
We are called to excel at loving and serving our neighbours.

We are called to model Christian virtues, the qualities and character of Christ.

We are called to aim for the will and the way of the kingdom, including peace, healing, justice, mercy.

The Spirit propels us into society.

Our uniqueness does not come in an alternative culture, but in an alternative character, values and priorities.

In the workplace, do we JUST serve and love, or do we also contribute to the success and peace and well-being of that location?

We are not called to be a christian subculture. 

Escapism: “Instead of being in the world but not of it, we become of the world but not in it.”

Is there such a thing as “christian” politics, art, literature or plumbing?
Neither ignore, nor be consumed by, the cultural conflicts of the day.

Are we just mirroring society? Where is the church mirroring society or culture?

· Individual autonomy

· Choice

· Entertainment

· Pragmatic efficiency (marketing, demographics)

· Moralistic, therapeutic deism

· The spirit of the age

· Sentimenalism

· Therapy

· Self help

Are we driven by worldly values?

Are we to be a counter-cultural community.

We need to go deeper than superficial moralism, when our deepest values are still worldly.

More like tourists than pilgrims.
The Transforming Vision
Behind every culture there is a worldview.

Often evangelism brings both Christ and culture.

Diagram of inter-relationship between worldview and culture (p.33)

Worldview shapes culture shapes worldview.
What is the underlying worldview behind these cultural expressions.

We need to evaluate both the cultural expression and the underlying worldview.

What direction does this worldview and culture lead to?
Both culture and cultivate refer to our human interactions with the world.

Culture refers to whatever humans have developed, our interaction with created reality.

Based on the command to rule or subdue the earth – the cultural mandate
Culture is a social reality.

“Besides gardens, we also cultivate relationships, manners and forms of worship. We harness animals and forces of nature. We formulate and develop ideas and traditions, and we construct not only technological objects but social groupings and institutions as well. “

“Culture covers the whole range of human society. It includes not merely art, music and scholarship, but also such things as our economic and political life, religion, the church, education, technology, the media, marriage, family life, advertising and entertainment. To be a cultural being is, quite simply, to be human.”(55)

Adam’s cultural expressions: gardening, marriage, language, poetry

Creation moves from a garden to a city (Gen 1-2 -> Rev 21-22)

Not unbridled use and abuse, also must care for, preserve, take care of the garden.

Stewards, not tyrants – balance between authority and servanthood.

Whose World?
Culture in broad and narrow sense.

Culture is what sets us apart from animals.

Cultural expression is a gift from God, a part of life in this world.

But can also be abused by sinful humanity, turned into idols.

We cannot repress nor surrender to cultural expression – neither is healthy.

There is no such thing as a ‘one size fits all’ presentation of the gospel. Whoever the target audience, we should contextualize the message for them, as Jesus did. Contextualization does not compromize or water down the gospel message in any way. In fact, this is what non-contextualization does, because it obfuscates the message! 
The Christian accepts as axiomatic that his task is to communicate Christ to the world. That sounds simple enough, but in fact it is very complex. It is complex for at least three reasons: first, there are many views of "Christ"; secondly, there are many ways to "communicate"; and thirdly, there are many "worlds" to which Christ must be communicated.
Personal Reflections

Define “culture”
Identify a unique example of “culture” from the MacLean’s magazine, and answer these questions:

1. What is good and ‘creational’ about this cultural expression?

2. What is dangerous about this cultural expression?

3. How can Jesus followers use this particular cultural expression?

Who we are!

· Children of God

· Image-bearers

What God has called us to be/do!

· Love God, love people

· Stewards of God’s garden: rule over and preserve God’s creation

· Use our gifts/resources opportunities for Him

· Redemptive angle: to seek and to save the lost, to witness to Jesus

Where we do it!

· Our time, discerning the times

· Our country, community, town, neighbourhood

· Our workplace, our school,  our home

· Our volunteer commitments, our social engagements, our daily interaction

How we do it!

These questions are best answered in a missional framework.

· Contextualization
· Incarnational
· Think like a missionary
The questions of culture come up in particular in the where and how questions.

The need for God-focus (not self-interest)
· Dangerous memories

· Jesus, the way, truth and life of God

· Mission, purpose

The need for engagement (not withdrawal).

· Dangerous promises

· Positive presence, not negative

· Assumes that we love

The need for discernment (not blind acceptance)
· Dangerous critique
· Starting with ourselves
· Recognizes the subtle and serious influence of sin
The need for God-reliance (not self-reliance)
· Dangerous songs
· Personal relationship: accountability and support

· Spirit-empowered, not technique or program driven


Relevant Verses

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 'Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper." [Jeremiah 29:4-7]
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will. [Romans 12:1-2]
For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. [2 Corinthians 10:3-5]
Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. [1 Thessalonians 4:11-12]



Discerning Our Calling
1. Who am I?

2. What am I called to do? (general)
3. Where am I to do this? (more specific)
4. How will I do this? (most specific)


4. How





3. Where?





2. What?





1. Who?











