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1. The Jewish Bible: What we call the “old testament” is the Jewish Bible, and the scriptures as Jesus knew them, the only scriptures the early church had. The Jewish bible is also called Tannakh (acronym for Torah, Nebi’im, Kethubim), and is outlined as follows:

The Jewish Bible: 

Torah (The Law)

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

Nebi’im (The Prophets)

Former Prophets: Joshua, Judges, 1,2 Samuel, 1,2, Kings

Latter Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Mica, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

Kethubim (The Writings)

Psalms, Job, Proverbs, Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, Lamentations, Esther, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, 1,2 Chronicles

Jesus refers to this outline when teaching His disciples after the resurrection:

He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’ Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. [Luke 24:44-45]

We still need Jesus to open our minds so that we can understand the scriptures.

2. The drama of scripture: The bible is not a random collection of writings and stories bound together under one cover. They are one story, with one message, and one author.
“The Bible narrates the story of God’s journey on (the) long road of redemption. It is a unified and progressively unfolding drama of God’s action in history for the salvation of the whole world. The Bible is not a mere jumble of history, poetry, lessons in morality and theology, comforting promises, guiding principles and commands; instead, it is fundamentally coherent. Every part of the Bible – each event, book, character, command, prophecy, and poem – must be understood in the context of the one story line.”

(Craig G. Bartholomew, Michael W. Goheen, The Drama of Scripture, p.12)

3. The Mission of God - rebuilding the Kingdom of God: The Bible records how God restores His Kingdom after His image-bearers rebel against Him and turn it into a kingdom of darkness and death.
4. 
The Drama of Scripture: If we think of the bible as an unfolding drama, or story, how does the storyline unfold? Different outlines are possible, but this is one that I use:
ACT 1 -- God creates His Kingdom (Genesis 1-3)

a. The creation of all things

b. The role of God’s image-bearers (cultural mandate)

c. The rebellion of God’s image-bearers
ACT 2 -- God prepares to restore His Kingdom (Genesis - Malachi)

a. The covenant people

b. The promised land

c. The kingdom of Israel
ACT 3 -- God establishes His kingdom on earth through Jesus (Gospels)
a. The life of Jesus
b. The death of Jesus

c. The resurrection of Jesus

ACT 4 -- God through Jesus advances His Kingdom (Acts - Revelation)
a. The Spirit of God

b. The mission of God

c. The church of God
ACT 5 -- God through Jesus completely restores His Kingdom (Revelation 21-22)

a. The cosmic battle

b. The final judgment

c. The new creation
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5. 
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God prepares to restore His Kingdom. The old testament is but one stage in the unfolding plan of God. He establishes a people and a land as a base of operation, from which the coming King can extend His kingdom.
I. The Historical Books outline the gathering of God’s missionary people into the kingdom of Israel in the promised land. Their mission was to bless the nations (Genesis 12:1-2) by modeling life with God as His kingdom citizens. As the story unfolds, we see how they fail in their mission, and end up losing their kingdom.
a. The covenant people (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy)
b. The promised land (Joshua, Judges)

c. The kingdom of Israel

i. The kingdom of Israel established (Ruth, 1,2 Samuel, 1 Chronicles)
ii. The kingdom of Israel undone (1,2 Kings, 2 Chronicles)
iii. The kingdom of Israel rebuilt (Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah)
iv. The kingdom of Israel waits (Apocryphal books)

II. The Prophetic Books deal with the failure of Israel to honour the covenant and to live as a holy nation for God. The prophets warn the kingdom of Israel and some neighbouring nations about the coming judgment of God. But they also announce the hope of the coming messiah and the ultimate triumph of the Kingdom of God.
a. Northern Kingdom: Amos, Hosea
b. Judah (before, during exile): Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Mica, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah
c. Judah (after exile): Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi

d. Nineveh: Jonah, Nahum

e. Edom: Obadiah

III. The Poetic Books deal with timeless themes of suffering, worship, wisdom, meaning and love.

a. Job: The problem of suffering

b. Psalms: The call to praise and worship

c. Proverbs: The priority of wisdom

d. Ecclesiastes: The futility of life without God

e. Song of Songs: The celebration of love

5. Shadows and symbols pointing to Jesus: As a temporary, preparatory stage, the old testament reveals the truth and purpose of God in limited, symbolic forms. It is not until the coming of the messiah Jesus that the reality is unveiled. He is like the butterfly that emerges from the cocoon. The old testament is like the caterpillar.
Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. [Colossians 2:16-17]
What are some examples of old testament symbols that are fulfilled in Jesus?

6. Reading the old testament through Jesus: With the coming of Jesus, the old testament is no longer in effect. While we can glean lessons and principles from them, we look to Jesus and His message (the new testament)  for the way, the truth and the life.
a. Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. [Matthew 5:17-18]

b. Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up until faith should be revealed. So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. [Galatians 3:23-25]

c. He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant--not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it was, will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? If the ministry that condemns men is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness! For what was glorious has no glory now in comparison with the surpassing glory. And if what was fading away came with glory, how much greater is the glory of that which lasts! [2 Corinthians 3:6-11]
d. They (Jewish priests) serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: "See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the mountain." But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and it is founded on better promises.  For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another. [Hebrews 8:5-7]

e. By calling this covenant "new," he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear. [Hebrews 8:13]

[The value of old testament]

f. For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. [Romans 15:4]

g. These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come. [1 Corinthians 10:11]
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God’s preparation for coming of the Messiah

The Historical Books (The storyline unfolds)
The covenant people

Genesis

The origins of the people of Israel.
Exodus

The rescue of the people of Israel from Egypt.

Leviticus
The sanctification of the people of Israel at Sinai.

Numbers
The formation of the people of Israel through the wilderness.

Deuteronomy
The preparation for the promised land.
The promised land

Joshua

The victory of the people in the land.

Judges

The failure of the people in the land.
The kingdom of Israel

Ruth

The family line of the messiah.

1 Samuel
The kingdom of Israel established (Saul).

2 Samuel
The kingdom of Israel extended (David).

1 Kings

The kingdom of Israel divided (Solomon, etc.)

2 Kings

The kingdom of Israel undone (Fall of Jerusalem).

1 Chronicles
The throne of David established

2 Chronicles
The throne of David undone

Esther

The people of Israel preserved

Ezra

The land of Israel restored

Nehemiah
The kingdom of Israel rebuilt
The Prophetic Books
Isaiah

God’s judgment and the promised messiah

Jeremiah
God’s judgment and the fall of Jerusalem

Lamentations
God’s judgment and a lament for Jerusalem

Ezekiel

God’s judgment and the restoration of Jerusalem

Daniel

God’s judgment and the last days

Hosea

God’s judgment and future reconciliation with His beloved
Joel

God’s judgment and the call to repent

Amos

God’s judgment and the future glory of David’s kingdom
Micah

God’s judgment and the promise of restoration

Habakkuk
God’s judgment and the question “why?”

Zephaniah
God’s judgment and the promise of restoration

Obadiah
God’s judgment against Edom

Jonah

God’s judgment and mercy for Nineveh

Nahum

God’s judgment against Nineveh

Haggai

The call to rebuild the temple and restore the throne

Zechariah
The call to rebuild the temple and the Day of the Lord

Malachi

The call to faithfulness and the Day of the Lord

The Poetic Books
Job

The problem of suffering

Psalms

The call to praise and worship

Proverbs
The priority of wisdom

Ecclesiastes
The futility of life without God

Song of Songs
The celebration of love
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2. What we call the “old testament”, the Jews call the bible. It was also the bible that Jesus and the early disciples had, what they meant when Paul said “all scripture is God-breathed and useful for…”

3. The Jewish bible is divided into three parts: Torah (Law of Moses), Nebi’im (Prophets) and Kethubim (Writings). Jesus refers to these three sections in Luke 24:44.

4. Jesus quotes directly from the old testament 40 times, and indirectly over 70 times.

5. Does the “old testament” refer to the Abrahamic covenant, or to the covenant with Moses? I am inclined to say the latter.

6. The bible is written to a fallen world. It contains the message from God for sinful humanity. Its basic message is “the Lord saves!”.

7. The “old testament” consists of 39 books.

8. Some of the main themes of the old testament:

a. The conflict of the ages

b. The bloodline

c. Faith and obedience

d. Israel, the glue

9. Central to the story is the people of God, also known as “Israel”, which probably means “wrestle with God”.
10. Very honest, realistic book. Teaches us about how life is, more than about what life ought to be.
11. It takes time and effort to feel at home in the pages of the old testament.

12. There is a gradual, certain movement toward grace.

13. In comparison to surrounding cultures, the “law” of God was more gracious.

a. “Their laws, which may seem harsh to us, represent a great softening compared to their neighbors laws.” [Yancey, p.12]

14. God meets them where they are at (quote from Calvin re. God lisping).

15. Missionaries in Africa or Afghanistan can quickly relate to the world of the old testament.

16. A disarray of content. Not originally one continuous story. Stacks of scrolls. Yet overall striking unity, when we understand the flow of the story.

17. We cannot understand the old testament without the new testament. Neither can we understand the new testament without the old testament. Not only is the old testament the bible that Jesus read, we need to read that bible with Jesus. Otherwise we will not understand it. 
18. We need to read the bible with Jesus. To do this, we need to know Jesus. And the best place to get to know Jesus is one of the gospel accounts.
19. The gospels are not enough. We need the background of the old testament and the application of the new testament fill out the revelation of Jesus.
20. He said to them, 'This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.' Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. [Luke 24:44-45]

The Old Testament portrays the world as it is, no holds barred. In its pages you will find passionate stories of love and hate, blood-chilling stories of rape and dismemberment, matter-of-fact accounts of trafficking of slaves, honest tales of the high honor and cruel treachery of war. Nothing is neat and orderly. Spoiled brats like Solomon and Samson get supernatural gifts; a truly good man like Job gets catastrophe. As you encounter these disturbances, you may recoil against them or turn away from a God who had any part in them. The wonderful quality of the Old Testament is that it contains those very responses as well! God anticipates our objections and includes them in his sacred writing.” [Yancey, The Bible Jesus Read, pp.11-12]



















